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From the Council Desk
Proud Stewards of Our Environment

by Councilwoman Lorraine Gott

| was recently asked what Satellite Beach does for the natural environment. While | know that this is one of
our City’s greatest strengths, | had to review our history to recall the many details. Here’s what | rediscovered.

Beach Parks. With support from our residents expressed in a 1980s referendum and
multiple surveys over the years, a remarkable 40% of Satellite Beach’s 2.8 miles of
oceanfront is now publicly owned and managed by our City. This has prevented the
dense oceanfront development found in all other beachside communities in Brevard and
enabled us to preserve valuable vegetative and animal habitat. Using City-owned rights-
of-way; land and monetary donations, and our City’s aggressive pursuit of millions of
dollars in grant funds, we have purchased and developed the following beach areas for
habitat preservation and recreation:

. Hightower Beach Park. This 18.4-acre nature preserve and beachfront park resulted
from a grant-funded purchase of 15.3 acres in 1999; a Brevard County donation of 1.6 acres in 2012; 1.5
acres owned by the State of Florida; and contributions for improvements from the Montecito Community
Development District, the Satellite Beach Woman’s Club, the National Park Service, and our Community
Redevelopment Agency. (Of the $3.8 million purchase cost, our City paid less than $7,000.) In 2010,
Hightower received the Florida Redevelopment Award from the Florida Redevelopment Association, and
the U.S. National Park Service’s annual report to Congress featured a beautiful picture of Hightower
Beach Park on its front cover.

« Pelican Beach Park. In 2001, grant funds and a Woman’s Club donation allowed us to extend Pelican’s
quarter-mile-long oceanfront (donated to us by Brevard County in 2012) to one-third of a mile, adding 1.8
acres of natural habitat to create a 10.5-acre park.

« Crotty Park. In 2005, our Community Redevelopment Agency purchased this 1-acre oceanfront parcel,
preserving one of the very few remaining places where the ocean can still be seen from SR AT1A. Only
minimal public amenities will be added to this park.

« Gemini Park. In 2006, a developer with approved plans to build a 20-unit condo tower on this 1.9-acre
oceanfront parcel (across from Ellwood Avenue) donated it to our City in exchange for being allowed to
transfer those 20 units to the condo tower he plans for the former Ramada Inn site (across from Atlantic
Plaza). This additional beachfront open space will provide a neighborhood park with beach access for
pedestrians and bicyclists, while keeping as much of its natural state as possible.

« Beach Accesses. Determined to make our natural ocean environment easily accessible to the public, our
City has 16 dune crossovers (averaging less than 1,000 feet between them). The one on Shell Street was
extensively renovated a few months ago with a large donation from the Woman’s Club; the ones at
Hightower and Pelican Beach Parks are handicapped accessible; and a 17th crossover will be added
(across from Atlantic Plaza).
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(continued from cover story)
Samsons Island. A jungle of invasive exotic vegetation at the end

of the 1980s, Samsons Island has been transformed by grants and
countless volunteers and manhours into a 52-acre nature preserve

and passive recreation park cleared of exotics, with paths, picnic ww Hd -
and educational pavilions, camp sites, and a handicapped-accessible Al /‘:
restroom. Gopher tortoises needing relocation from construction sites We Lk I

outside our City have been brought to our island, which abounds with Roestystion (i

birds and other wildlife. To ensure that everyone can enjoy this Y
unique visit with nature, our Recreation Department provides free v
wheelchair-accessible boat rides to the island on weekends. In - ‘w\ HH i
recognition of this restoration work, in 1994 our City received the W ‘\‘ W ‘\ M‘ \L

first Governor’s Excellence in Coastal Management Award from l \‘ \“
Governor Lawton Chiles and was designated the Coastal Local | |
Government of the Year.

Sports and Recreation Park. This park is home to the last existing
oak scrub habitat (8 acres) between the Pineda and Eau Gallie
Causeways, as well as a large variety of wildlife, including gopher
tortoises. Preserving this is a priority for our City, and plans are
underway to thin the vegetation in this now-overgrown area to restore habitat that supports the wildlife
living there.

STATE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
2009 ANNUAL REPORT

Indian River Lagoon. Our City has taken numerous actions to raise awareness and help the Lagoon.

. Stormwater Management. Since the 1990s, we have successfully pursued grants funds (more than $6
million awarded since 2000) to upgrade our stormwater drainage system, not only to prevent street
flooding, but also to trap nutrients (nitrogen and phosphorus) before they can reach the Lagoon. As a
result, in 1998 our City received the St. Johns River Water Management District’s Water Resource
Partnership Award for Water Quality/Flood Protection. And in 2002, the U.S. EPA’s Clean Water
Partners Program recognized our City for our Lagoon and oceanfront preservation efforts. Now plans
are being made to create an attractive stormwater pond at DeSoto Park. And we continue to look for
new economically-feasible technologies to reduce the nutrients in our stormwater.

« Muck Removal. Since the 1990s, our City has removed muck from our finger canals as funds allowed.
Now we are sharing costs with Indian Harbour Beach to survey and map the location and quantity of muck
in our canals to expedite having them added to Brevard County’s State-funded muck-removal project.

« Council Actions. Through ordinances or resolutions, our City has limited impervious surfaces to allow
rainfall to soak into the ground rather than run off into the Lagoon; regulated fertilizer use to reduce
nitrogen and phosphorus entering the Lagoon; supported making Lagoon restoration a priority; supported
a compact with Brevard, Volusia, and Indian River municipalities to help restore the Lagoon and lobby the
Legislature for cleanup funding; supported additional research into Lagoon restoration; and published
three special-edition Beachcasters since 1997 to raise residents’ awareness about the Lagoon. In
addition, our City Manager serves on the Space Coast League of Cities’ Environmental Committee to assist
the Marine Resources Council in devising Lagoon-restoration strategies.

Energy Efficiency. Since a 2000 energy audit of our City’s five primary buildings by the Florida Solar
Energy Center, we have pursued energy savings. For example, with help from a federal grant, we have
replaced our Civic Center’s antiquated air conditioning and lighting; and Public Works uses small utility
carts (one of them electric) instead of trucks whenever feasible.

Resiliency. This concept is the ability to bounce back quickly from any negative impacts of coastal
hazards, including sea-level rise. Our City’s intent is to avoid what happened in South Florida, where they
waited until water was in their streets during high tide to address the issue. Since 2010, our resiliency
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actions include working with Brevard County to stabilize our beach; obtaining a professional evaluation of
our vulnerability to coastal flooding and erosion, and amending our Comprehensive Plan to address those
findings; soliciting residents’ opinions online regarding coastal hazards and their preferred responses to
them; and having Stetson University map our infrastructure elevations to help us plan for sea-level rise.

In 2014, National Public Radio aired an 8-minute segment on our resiliency efforts.

Sustainability. This concept covers the numerous ways we can coexist in harmony with nature to support
current and future generations. Our City has pursued green practices since the late 1980s, when we were
the first Brevard city to have curbside recycling. In some of our actions since then, we have required native
plants for new landscapes and removal of invasive exotic trees from properties in our City (with funding
assistance to remove mature Brazilian pepper trees); xeriscaped public areas, created specialized
recycling areas at the Schechter Center, installed an electric-car charging station at Pelican Beach Park
(with more to come); and supported water conservation, Earth Day, and a ban on fracking. Now a
highly-committed group of residents on our new Sustainability Board is taking sustainable practices to the
next level, developing a Comprehensive Sustainability Plan for our City (with technical assistance from
Florida Tech) and pursuing projects involving a community garden at DeSoto Park, Lagoon restoration,
reusable bags, sustainable lawn care, solar energy, LED lighting, and other ideas. More will be coming
soon from this Board.

City Election on November 8th

An election for a Mayor and two City Council seats will be held on Tuesday,
November 8, 2016. Mayor Frank Catino, Vice-Mayor Mark Brimer, and Councilwoman
Lorraine Gott are eligible for re-election. The City Council consists of four
Councilmembers and Mayor who are elected at-large by the City’s voters. They all
serve without salary, but are compensated for expenses as provided by the City
Code. They may serve two full consecutive terms.

Qualifications: A candidate for City Council must be a registered voter who has been
a resident of the City for at least one year prior to the date of qualifying and who
has filed the necessary documents with the City Clerk between August 11 - 24, 2016.

Contact City Clerk Leonor Olexa at 773-4407 with questions or to obtain a campaign packet.

Police Update on Phone Scams

The Police Department would like to warn our residents about two common phone scams:

Family member scam. A caller claims they are a grandchild and in some type of trouble
after being arrested abroad. They ask the target victim not to call their parents or they
will be in more trouble and then they beg for help with bail and fine money. Many
grandparents have become victims to this scam. Often they ask for Visa gift cards to be
purchased and they will call back asking for the codes on the cards. Once the money is
gone, it is almost always unrecoverable.

IRS tax scam. The caller will sound very official and say they are an IRS investigator and

the target victim owes back taxes that must be paid immediately to avoid an arrest warrant being

issued. The callers can be very aggressive. They demand money be wired and it ends up going through

multiple channels and again, is almost impossible to trace.

« NEVER wire money unless you personally know the recipient.

« NEVER pay over the phone with gift cards. No legitimate business would ask a customer to do this

« NEVER send cash to anyone who claims to have “accidentally” overpaid for a Craigslist item by money
order.

o ALWAYS stay informed of the most recent scams and don’t allow yourself to become a victim. If it
doesn’t sound right, STOP and call the police for direction. 321-773-4400
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City continues with Waste Management

On June 1, 2016, our City’s new 10-year contract with Waste Management went into effect. Consistent with
our long history of environmental advocacy, Waste Management was chosen for both their excellent service
record and their environmentally-friendly initiative to replace their diesel fleet with compressed natural gas
vehicles.

What’s new?

. Lower Rates. For this first year, monthly residential rates will decrease by 7.76% (from $15.59 to
$14.38) and monthly commercial rates will decrease by 7.33% (from $6.14 per cubic yard to $5.69).

« Faster Special Pickups. To ensure that no solid waste remains uncollected over weekends, special pickups
requested by any customer (residential or commercial) for large volumes that cannot fit into carts must be
picked up within three business days or by the first Friday after Waste Management is notified, whichever
comes first. These special solid-waste pickups can include household trash/garbage, commercial trash,
bulk waste, white goods (home appliances), vegetative yard waste, and electronic waste.

« Choice of Cart Size. Residents may exchange 64-gallon carts for 96-gallon carts, or vice versa.

« Upcoming Solar Trash Compactors. Later this year, Waste Management will install solar trash
compactors at Hightower Beach Park and Pelican Beach Park.

What stays the same?

. Types and Days of Residential Service. We will still have recycling and vegetative yard waste pickup
on Monday, and household trash/garbage pickup on Tuesday and Friday. Uncarted piles of vegetative
yard waste may be picked up on another day (but within three business days or by the next Friday).

« Collection Hours. All residential and commercial pickups will occur between the hours of Zam and 7pm,
with exceptions allowed only for school properties (to ensure the safety of children) and certain
commercial properties (to avoid blocked traffic and backing hazards on congested roadways).

« Holiday Rescheduling. When the County landfill is closed on holidays that fall on our regular collection
days (e.g., Memorial Day, 4t of July, Veterans Day, or Christmas), missed pickups will occur on the next
regularly-scheduled collection day for that material.

« Special Pickup Locations. Disabled or elderly residents may contact City Hall or Waste Management to
request backdoor or side-yard pickup at no additional cost.

« Fluorescent Bulb Disposal. Residents may request a bag for collection and disposal of fluorescent bulbs
and request a special pickup when the bag is full.

. Additional Carts. All customers may purchase additional carts.

Online Tracking. A special customer-focused tool Waste Management uses is their online tracking system to
record service requests, complaints, compliments, and other comments. The system also allows City staff
to monitor the quality of service that Waste Management is providing, so we encourage all residents and
businesses to use this system. To participate, visit the City’s website at www.satellitebeachfl.org, scroll down
to the Waste Management logo, and click on the “Service Request” link. Requests and comments are sent
directly to Waste Management and our Public Works
Department, who will meet on a regular basis to review
customer entries.

Contact Information.
City Hall: call 773-4407.

Waste Management: call 723-4455, or use the online WASTE MANAGEMENT

tracking system at www.satellitebeachfl.org.
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Sea Turtle Nesting Observance

As you may be aware by now, sea turtle nesting season is already very active this year! From May 1 until
October 31 it is not only disrespectful to create light on the beach, but also illegal, which is why NO bonfire
permits are issued during the turtle nesting season. While Brevard County and its municipalities have local
lighting ordinances in place to protect sea turtles, residents and visitors are reminded to shield or turn off
beachside lights, limit beach walking at night, avoid using flash photography on the beach, and stay away
from nesting sea turtles, hatchlings, or sea turtle nests.

Florida Wildlife Commission (FWC) asks that residents and visitors remember these
turtle-friendly practices:

« Remain at a distance from nesting sea turtles and hatchlings.

« Remove chairs, canopies, boats and other items from the beach at night,
because they block the movement of turtles and hatchlings. : ;

« Turn off or shield lights along the beach, in order to prevent nesting females or hqtchlmgs from getting
confused and going toward lights on land instead of the salt water, where they belong.

. Avoid using lights on the beach at night. If you must have light, use a red LED flashlight, adjust cell
phone screens to dark mode and don't take flash photos.

« Fill in holes in the sand at the end of the day, so nesting sea turtles and hatchlings don’t fall in and get
stuck there at night.

. Correctly dispose of fishing line, so it won’t entangle sea turtles and other animals.

« Remember it is illegal to harm, harass or take sea turtles, their eggs and hatchlings, including getting too
close to a nesting female.

Report sick, injured, entangled or dead sea turtles to the FWC’s Wildlife Alert Hotline
1-888-404-3922

City Welcomes New Recreation Director, Cassie Warthen

Cassie Warthen joined the City of Satellite Beach’s Recreation team in December 2012
and in May 2016 she was appointed as the City’s Recreation Director following the
retirement of beloved Rec Director, Kerry Stoms. A native of Florida’s Space Coast,
Cassie holds a Bachelor’s degree in Recreation and Leisure Services from Florida State
University. Prior to her time here in Satellite Beach, she served as the Event Director for
the Melbourne Regional Chamber of East Central Florida.

“I'm excited for the opportunity to provide my knowledge and experience with the
Recreation Department,” said Cassie. “We’ve built a great team here, and we strive to
meet the expectations of our special and unique community. | encourage all patrons, long
time residents of Satellite Beach and our new and growing families, to get out and get
involved in some of our activities. Tell us what you want to see and how we can
improve our services to our citizens.”

The Recreation Department is responsible for managing and the renting of the City’s recreation facilities,
developing and implementing recreation programs and activities, overseeing the City’s volunteer program,
and serving as the liaison to community athletic groups and clubs. The Recreation Department, staffed by
nearly 25 part-time and 4 full-time employees, provides a wide variety of programs and services that
encourage health, fitness, education and enjoyment for our citizens and surrounding areas, while preserving
the natural beauty of our beachside community. Cassie serves as the staff liaison to both the Recreation
Board and the Samsons Island Working Board, and is a current member of the Florida Recreation and Park
Association. We are glad to have Cassie on our team!
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55 + Club of Satellite Beach

The 55+ Club, which began 13 years ago, is intended for individuals 55 years or better. You do not have

to live in Satellite Beach to become a member. The yearly membership dues for the 55+ Club are just
$7.00! A bimonthly newsletter is mailed to your home which provides more information on all our activities
including, date, time and locations on a two month calendar. We hope you will decide to join us at the 55+
Club of Satellite Beach. Membership can be completed at the David R. Schechter Community Center 8:30am-
5:00pm, M-F; at the clubs Greeting Table on Thursday 9am to 12pm or at Monday Bingo.

« Bingo Mondays- 11am-1:30pm (doors open at
9:00am) at the Satellite Beach Civic Center, 565
Cassia Blvd. Members only and card fees apply.
Contact Louise T. 773-3160

« Bunco 2nd Friday each month- 10am-1pm. $5/
members, $7 /guests. July meets at Bizzaro’s, return
to DRS in August. Contact Barbara 773-3050

« Cards & Games- Thursdays, 2am-3pm. Contact
Betty 773-8232

« Cards & Games (also Billiards & Table Tennis)-
Wednesdays, 6-9pm. Contact Betty 773-8232

« Chess Opportunities/Lessons Brush up- Improve
or learn. Locations vary. Contact Dick 777-0255

« Coupon Group 3rd Wednesday monthly- 2-3pm,
Satellite Beach Library. Contact Terry 773-7705

« Book Club 1st Wednesday monthly- 12-2:30pm.
Contact Joyce 961-6408. Does not meet July &
August.

« Cribbage- Wed 6pm & Thurs 9am. New or experi-
enced players welcome. Contact Betty 773-8232
« The Dinner Gang- 1st Tuesday every other month,
5:30pm. July meet at Captain Katanna’s call

Barbara to RSVP 773-3050.

« Early Bird Dining & Dancing- 2nd Wednesday,
5pm at Neptune Girill. Contact Joan 777-0238

« Education Seminars 1st Thursday each month-
September-May, 12:30pm. Light lunch served,
please RSVP to Satellite Beach Recreation at

www.55plusclubofsb.com

773-6458 in advance. Contact Jill 773-2080

« Fishing Club- 2nd Thursday each month, 1pm. July

meets at Pelican Beach Park, August meets at the
DRS. Contact Gene 773-4647

« Indoor Walking Group- Tuesdays, Wednesdays,

& Thursdays from 8-10am in the DRS Gymnasium,
Check 55+ newsletter for holiday exclusions.
Summer hours 7:30am-8:30am. Resumes the 8:30
to 10:00am time on August 9.

. Line Dancing- Tuesdays 1-2pm. $2/session Contact

Candy 779-2941

« Line Dancing for Beginners- Thursdays 1-2pm.

$3/session. Contact Trudy 223-7249

« Lunch Bunch- 3rd Wednesday each month,

12:30pm. Locations vary, contact Barbara
773-3050

« Mahjongg- Wednesdays, 9-11:30am at the DRS.

Lessons offered. Contact Barbara 773-3050

o Party Bridge- Thursdays, 11am-3pm. Foursomes

appreciated. Contact Fannie 777-2378

« Travel Group Day Trips- Contact open. Extended

Trips (overnight), Contact Jill 773-2080

. Social Seasonal Parties and Events- Planned by

the 55+ Club. Contact Joanne 626-9597

. Sugar & Blood Pressure Checks- 1st Thursday each

month, 9-11am at the DRS, 2nd Monday at Bingo,
565 Cassia Blvd.

Please check us out on Facebook

Lions Club Awards Scholarships

The Satellite Beach Lions Club awarded Satellite High School seniors Anthony Delgado
and Drew Jacques with a $500 scholarship each on May 19 during Satellite High School’s
awards presentation. Delgado and Jacques participated in the Satellite High School Leo
Club and served as President and Vice President, respectively. These Leos gave their time
to Relay for Life and assisted the Lions in several fundraisers throughout the year. The Leo
Club is a youth community service organization which is sponsored by the Lion’s Club. Each

year the Lions award a scholarship to a graduating senior Leo who has demonstrated a

commitment to community service.

For more information about the Satellite Beach Lions Club, contact Joe Hauser 321-452-0376.
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About the Library
ADULTS

Tuesdays at 4:30pm — Gentle Yoga with Nancy. Wear comfortable clothing and bring a mat
or towel. $5 fee per class.

the next book sale in September.
Monday, July 11 at 2:00pm — Friends Board Meeting. Open to the public.

Monday, July 18 at 6:00pm — Inflow Florida Community Center informational program on
alternative healing.

Friday, July 22 at 1:00pm — Bead Ladies. Design and make beaded jewelry. All materials, X
tools, instruction included in $10-$15 fee. Call Normandie at 321-225-1394.

Monday, July 25 at 1:00pm — Barbara’s Book Chats. H is for Hawk by Helen MacDonald.
CHILDREN and TEENS

Wednesdays at 10:00am — Summer Reading Program. On Your Mark, Get Set...Read. Pick up your ticket
for each program one week prior. Program flyers are at the library. Ages 5 and up.

Wednesdays at 3:30pm — Junior Builders Club. A story and free building with LEGO blocks. Ages 5 and up.

Thursdays at 10:00am — Summer Reading Program. Family Story Time. No sign-up required. Flyers are at
the library. Ages 2-5.

Thursdays at 2:00pm — Table Top Games. Open to all ages.

Monday, July 18 at 3:00pm — Rave About Your Fave. Sunshine State Book Club (Grades 3-6). Discuss your
favorite SSYRA books over snacks.

Tuesdays at 6:00pm — Teen Summer Reading Program. Get in the Game...Read. Flyers and bingo cards
are at the library. Ages 12-17.

From the Beautification Board

With the summer heat upon us, it's getting harder to find motivation to work out in the
yard. We can keep our cool and help out the environment by making small changes to our ™
landscaping practices. Maybe it's time to try xeriscaping.

Xeriscaping is landscaping with slow-growing, drought-tolerant plants to conserve water |
and establish a waste-efficient landscape. Benefits include cost savings through lower
water bills and reduction in the labor needed to maintain your landscape. Consider
adding native plants to your landscape such as beach sunflower (pictured), muhly grass,
coontie, silver buttonwood, spider lily or even yaupon holly. Besides being salt and drought-tolerant, these
plants will also be beneficial to our native wildlife.

Satellite Beach Woman’s Club

Satellite Beach Woman's Club reminds you to please to mark your
calendar for Founders’ Day/Marketplace which will take place
on Saturday, November 5, 2016. The theme for this year is
“Under the Big Top.” If you would like to purchase a
booth/space, please contact Jeanne Roach at 321-779-3384.

SBWC has elected and installed its new officers for 2016-

2018. Pictured: From Left to right: Julie Finch, Mary Morales, Roma
Carlisle, Margaret Brugman. Not pictured: Beth Davison, and
Sandi Johnson.
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Recreation News

Summer Camps, Mini Camps, Classes Satellite
Beach Recreation offers a variety of summer youth
and adult programs. Find a complete listing online
at www.satellitebeachrecreation.org or stop by the
Recreation Dept office for a brochure. Archery,
Cheerleading, Music, Cooking & Crafts, Science,
Tennis, Yoga, Gymnastics, Under the Sea, Adult
Exercise and much more!

Family Fun Swim Nights Bring the whole family

to the Satellite High School Pool on July 8 and July
22 for an evening of family pool fun! Use the diving
board and bring your inflatables. $5 /family, enjoy
some water fun from 6-8pm. A parent must remain
at the pool with their children.

Summer Swimming Lessons held at the Satellite
High School Pool and classes have limited enrollment;
please register as early as possible. American Red
Cross instructors will teach swimmers of all ages.
Programs range from Mom & Tots to 16 years. Two
week swim sessions run through July. Register online
at satellitebeachrecreation.org or at the Rec Dept.

Jr. Safe Boating Course The Banana River Power
Squadron will teach Jr. Safe Boating Course for
ages 11-17 years, July 18-20 from 9-11:30am at
the DRS Community Center. Attendance at the 3-day
course is required for youth to obtain a Boating

Safety Education ID card, as required by FL State
Law to operate a boat. Class fee is $10.

August Rhythm In Motion Fall Dance Registration
Returning students can sign up Monday, August 8,
3pm-6pm at the DRS Community Center. Beginning
Tuesday, August 11, sign up for any RIM dance or
gymnastic class is done during Rec office hours.
Classes begin Aug 15.

Camping Permits for Samsons Island are required
for ALL overnight stays at Samsons Island, apply for
FREE at the Satellite Beach Recreation Dept, during
office business hours. Contact the office at
321-773-6458.

Sea Turtle Walks The Sea Turtle Preservation Society
offers guided Sea Turtle walks in Satellite Beach
through July. Reservations are mandatory and can be
made by calling 321-676-1701.

Satellite Beach Farmers Market continues into the
summer at Pelican Beach Park on Thursdays 10am-
4pm. We are pleased to offer produce, herbs,
spices, fresh bread, jams, teas, hand crafted jewelry,
tiki carvings and much more. All items are hand
crafted or grown. Interested in being a vendor at the
market? Contact the Satellite Beach Recreation
Department at 321-773-6458.

Help improve water
quality in the Indian
River Lagoon by growing
filter-feeding native
oysters from your dock
and collecting data!

(canal and open-lagoon locations wanted)

Wednesday, August 17t

David R. Schechter Community Center
1089 S. Patrick Drive, Satellite Beach

Online pre-registration required

www.BrevardOysterRestoration.o rgl

GET TRAINED AT OUR NEXT WORKSHOP:
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BREVARD ZOO

6 pm — 8 pm
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